
 

 

COMMISSIONER MEETING OF OCTOBER 8, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Rochford, Commissioner 

Kasko and Commissioner Marshall were present along with the Borough Administrator, 

Borough Clerk and Borough Solicitor. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to approve the minutes to the September 24, 2019 

Commissioner Meeting.  Commissioner Marshall seconded the motion, which was then 

approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners then presented a proclamation to Butch Brees, as a founding 

member of H.A.T.C.H. (Haddonfield Acts To Create Hadrosaurus), celebrating Haddy’s 

161st birthday.  Commissioner Marshall provided historical background of the people 

involved in the finding of the Hadrosaurus Foulkii skeleton in town.  He also talked about 

the use of the stone ice house on what became the Bancroft property for storage 

purposes of the bones.  Mr. Breese announced that there will be a “Sweet 16” birthday 

party for the Haddy sculpture downtown on Saturday, October 12th at noon with birthday 

cake and singing.  He noted that the sculpture had been installed in 2003.  He then gave 

a history of how his family became involved with Haddy through his son building the 

bulletin board at the site where the bones were found, which is now on the National 

Historic Registry.  Mr. Brees also thanked H.A.T.C.H. for the continued dedication to this 

work. 

 

Ordinance 2015-15 was then introduced for first reading, which formalizes a parking 

permit program on Lincoln Avenue at Tarditi Commons.  Mayor Rochford provided a brief 

explanation of the ordinance and announced that the Public Hearing would be hold on 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at the 7:30 p.m. regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting.  

As there were no questions asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 

ordinance on first reading. 

 

The Commissioners unanimously approved the following resolutions as there were no 

questions or comments made: 

 

2019-10-08-143 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2019-10-08-144 Authorization to Accept and Advertise 2018 Audit Report 

2019-10-08-145 Authorization to Approve Hiring of Police Officers 

2019-10-08-146 Authorization to Approve Appointment – Planning Board 

2019-10-08-147 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 

 

Once Resolution 2019-10-08-148 was introduced, which authorized the advertisement for 

sealed bids for video inspections of stormwater systems, Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, 

asked how this process worked and how much of the system would be videoed.  The 

Borough Administrator replied that the bid was being done now to have a price for the 

next 12 months to have this work done.  She also noted that some of the neighborhoods 

have already been done.  This would just finish the work.  As there were no further 

questions the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 



 

 

 

The Commissioners unanimously approved the following resolutions as there were no 

questions or comments made: 

 

2019-10-08-149 Authorization to Award Bid – Cummins ISC CN-2150 Engine 

Replacement for Tree Truck 

2019-10-08-150 Authorization to Participate in Camden County Cooperative Pricing 

System – Deer Carcass Removal Services 

 

After Resolution 2019-10-08-151 was introduced, which authorized the Borough to 

participate in the South Jersey Power Cooperative for natural gas supply services, Mr. 

Hess asked how often the pricing was adjusted.  The Borough Administrator replied that 

we could get him copies of the bid packet from the County.  As there were no further 

questions the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Resolution 2019-10-08-152 was then introduced, which authorized the Borough to 

participate in the Defense Logistics Agency, Law Enforcement Support Office’s 1033 

Program.  This allows our Police Department to request and acquire excess Department 

of Defense equipment for 2020.  Mayor Rochford noted that this is a resolution that will 

need to be done annually. 

 

Rick Montegna, Hopkins Lane, asked if the Borough had ever received equipment 

through this program.  The Police Chief replied that a number of years ago they received 

rifles and further noted that the request first goes to the Commissioners.  Mr. Montegna 

then asked if a new 9-1-1 system could be obtained this way.  He had an issue this year 

where a tree fell on his home and he called 9-1-1 to report the problem, but was not able 

to get a response even when he let the phone ring for over three (3) minutes.  He even 

called back two additional times without getting an answer.  After about 40 minutes         

9-1-1 called him back.  He noted that he had spoken with the Police Chief about the 

issue.  The Police Chief replied that he had spoken with the Chief of the Camden County 

9-1-1 system and was told that there are fail safes that would transfer that call to another 

call center when their operators were all busy.  However, they are working on improving 

the system.  Mr. Montegna stated that this failure is a problem and luckily there were no 

fatalities tied to the failure.  Mayor Rochford agreed that this issue needs to be dealt with 

and will work with the Police Chief. 

 

Mr. Hess asked if the 429-3000 was a different system than 9-1-1.  The Police Chief noted 

that the calls go to the same facility. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments the Commissioners voted unanimously 

to approve the resolution. 

 

Resolution 2019-10-08-153 was approved unanimously when no questions were asked.  

The resolution authorized the signing of a collective bargaining agreement with 

Teamsters Local #676. 

Next, Resolution 2019-10-08-154 was introduced, which authorized the Borough to insert 

the NJUCF Stewardship Reforestation and Tree Planting Grant into the 2019 Borough 

Budget.  Mr. Hess commented that he recently saw Public Works personnel spreading 



 

 

mulch on Haddon Avenue.  He asked if the Borough had a Best Practices regarding 

mulch around trees, as that can cause rot.  Commissioner Marshall noted that the 

Foreman in charge of trees does always check any work done around our trees.  The 

Borough Administrator replied that there are guidelines on the Shade Tree Commission’s 

page of the website.  The guidelines state that mulch “volcanoes” are specifically 

referenced as being harmful, which we do not do.  As no further questions were asked 

the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Lastly, Resolution 2019-10-08-155 was approved unanimously when no questions were 

asked.  The resolution authorized the Borough to hold a public auction for the sale of 

bicycles collected through the Police Department. 

 

Mayor Rochford opened the Public Comment period of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Hess asked if there was a “deal or no deal” with the HERD lawsuit.  Mayor Rochford 

stated that the lawsuit had been dismissed without prejudice by the Court.  Commissioner 

Marshall further provided a brief history of the use of age restricted units by the developer, 

2 Hopkins Lane, LLC, which the developer was not interested to designate the property 

as.  Now the Borough has two (2) proposed plans from the same developer that use the 

age restricted designation.  We do not want to proceed with either unless HERD is 

supportive.  However, he pointed out that both of these plans did violate the 

Redevelopment Plan for the site and reviewed that various issues between the new plans 

and the Redevelopment Plan.  There is a lot that needs to be ironed out, but these issues 

will be reviewed with HERD.  Mayor Rochford further commented that we are not as far 

along in the process as people may think, and the Commissioners are working hard for 

the best possible plan for the site.  He finished by noting that in 2018 the Borough already 

had to pay $500,000 in interest on the debt service for the property.  Mr. Hess stated that 

he is concerned about possible other law suits for the site.  He is also concerned about 

the condition of Lullworth Hall and asked if money could be set aside for restoration 

because the longer it sits there the more money it will take.  Commissioner Marshall noted 

that people have already showed an interest in the building.  However, the site was not 

left in good condition when we took over. 

 

Mr. Montegna stated that he felt the Borough had done a good job to maintain the 

property and noted that he saw people there just last week working on the landscaping.  

However, it would take a full team for each week to keep up on the property.  He 

suggested offering a tax abatement to prospective buyers rather than using tax payer 

money to restore the building.  He then asked if the original development plan was still 

being considered for the site and could it be made age restricted.  Commissioner 

Marshall replied that it is still be considered and is working its way through the necessary 

boards for review, but that it could not be turned into an age restricted plan.  Mr. 

Montegna noted that the new plans showed the site built out as much as possible, but 

there were charrettes that were created at the beginning of this whole process that 

specifically left open space around the pond and other areas.  He sees families around 

the pond almost every weekend and it would be terrible to see that lost because of 

development.  Mayor Rochford replied that this is one of the reason why these new plans 

are not a done deal. 

 



 

 

As there were no further questions or comments Mayor Rochford announced reminded 

everyone that this Saturday, October 12th is Fall Festival and encouraged everyone to 

come downtown.  Additionally, this is the last Farmer’s Market, as well as the Lions Club’s 

Pancake Breakfast. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


